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THE YEAR OF THE PRIEST

by Monica Hejkal A.A.O.

Our Holy Father has invited us to a deeper apprecia-
tion and love for the priesthood through the gift of the Year of
the Priest. He reminds us of the words of St. John Maria Vi-
anney, patron saint of priests:
a priest is on earth, we would
Without the priest, the passion and death of our Lord would
be of no avalil. It is the priest who continues the work of re-
demption on earth. ¢

Yes, if we were to realize what a priest is, the immeas-
urable grace received through his hands, we would have deep
respect, love and gratitude for our priests. May the Lord -
grant wus the grace to see Chri s&&__ e -
who absolves us, 6 to thank the priest for bringi
him as a father.

What a gift we have in the priesthood! All priests are called to lay down their lives for
the Church as Christ did, and our Apostolic Sodales embrace their call in a particular way
through their vocation within a vocation. They are called to work for sanctity and sacra-
mental brotherhood among priests and to form the faithful in the way of Gospel maximal-

ism. They make a commitment to live their vocation of holiness to the maximum . Praise the
Lord for our Apostolic Sodales and for all priests!
St . John Vianney also says, 0The priest is ni

you. o6 Let us oandthelord't he m
Thank You, Lord, for the priest who lays down his life for us, that is, his Bride the
Church. Thank You, Lord, for the priest whose words and actions allow us to unite our of-
ferings to Yours at the sacrifice of the altar. Thank You for the priest who absolves us from
all our sins. Thank You, Lord, for the priest who makes our intimate union in Commun-
ion possible.
Let us pray for our priests always and in a special way during this Year of the Priest.
ORaise up holy priests who wil!/ be a | eaven o

Giaquinta)
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Gifts to Pro Sanctity have been made by the following people: A very special thank you
Greg Swinarski in memory of his Dad “ to Larry, Leonard,
Rita and Tom Hejkal in honor of Dorothy Redding Mike, Ken, and Jeff
Rita and Tom Hejkal in honor of Vic and Jane Stevenart for all the maintenance
Frank Duffy in memory of Sharon Jochim and work you do for Pro
Daniel Moser in memory of Sharon Jochim Sanctity.
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In Nebraska, the Harvest is Abundant!
By Kay Parlor

Fall is one of my favorite seasons, and Pro Sanctity gives
me even more reasons to love autumn.

Our new Formation Booklet came out in October, and
it is full of materi al for deepeni
an abundance of spiritual produce
waiting t o be harvested by you.
OHol i ness: A GifftydwrhaAMenodt picke
dondt del ay!

During Respect Life month, a core team committed to
praying for the recognition of the dignity of all human life
formed. As part of their mission, the PS Pro Life Pray -ers
pledge to peacefully pray for two hours outside a local abor-
tion mill on the third Sunday morning of each month. Please
join this worthwhile endeavor at ps4prolife@hotmail.com
our Fall Family Festival , held this year on Oct. 31  st. This
event, hosted by our local Cooperatives, offers families a spiritual alternative to the secular
celebrations of this time of year. Children love the chance to raid our costume corral and

dress up for the Saints Parade, make sodOmores ar
ride on the hayrack. Dads | ove the chili, hot
Moms just | ove seeing the smiles on their kidso
lies striving for holiness.

As our Church celebrates the Year of the Priest, we have been offering a Spirituality

& Sustenance Series |, featuring a talk by popular speakers at local restaurants. Our first
in the series was held in June at the Venice Inn with Fr. Matthew Gutowski. Second in
the series is our National Spiritual Advisor, Msgr. Andrew Vaccari from Brooklyn, speaking
to us at EI Beeds tHahistalklwil alsode parNad eur cel@ration of the
Feast of the Universal Call to Holiness

Our local Extended Board is growing! We recently had a member come forward
with great ideas and insights culminating in her generous agreement to chair a Publicity
core team. If you, like Colleen, have special talents that Our Lord is calling you to use for
the call to holiness, please contact me at robnkay@cox.net . Extended Board meetings are
held 3 -4 times a year and you are welcome to attend. Mark these upcoming Extended
Board dates on your calendar now: Jan. 18 th March 15 th and May 17 th. We need you!

| was taking classes at the University of Nebraska, Omaha during the 1977 -78 school year

and had a scholarship to be an Air Force missile officer. As | was a veteran already, |

joined the Pen & Sword Society & an on -campus group of veterans. Also in that group was

a Franciscan priest who was taking some classes on a sabbatical. He kept asking me

throughout the year if | ever thought about becoming a priest. When | asked him why he

kept asking me that, he finally responded: ol ju
pr i edTwb weeks later | was in the Archdiocesan vocations office asking for an applica-

tion to the seminary. | abandoned my Air Force scholarship and commission, and entered

the seminary, never looking back. Six years later | was ordained. | have now been ordained

25 years. Unfortunately, | have no idea where this Franciscan priest is now. Moral is: if

you think a young man has what it takes to-H.e a

F.J. AS
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Coming Soon:

PS School of Formation
By Kay Parlor

; Here in Nebraska, we have been fortunate to have had the active involvement

i of the Apostolic Oblates for many years, and their tireless work has made a tremen-

.dous difference in the growth of the PS Movement here. But have you ever won-

. dered what would happen if the Apostolic Oblates were all called to a different mis-

'sion territory? How could we carry on the work of the apostolate, growing in our

‘own personal holiness and encouraging others to do the same without the Apos-

‘tolic Oblates? (There are vibrant PS groups in places like Palermo, Italy that have :
'been active for years without the presence of an internal Apostolic Oblate.) If you !

' moved away from the area, could you start a Pro Sanctity group in your new !

. location?

: As a movement of the Spirit, of course, we all trust that Pro Sanctity will con-

‘tinue to flourish, but we also recognize that we need the tools to be effective apos-

‘tles of holiness. To that end, a team has been diligently working for several months

'to develop a Pro Sanctity School of Formation. Adapting a model that has al-
ready been developed in Italy, we hope our
:sources and tools they need here in the U. S. to strengthen and sustain the Pro '

: Sanctity Movement. Slated to begin in September of 2010, the School of Formation

:will assist you in a personal and dynamic way. Look for more information in up- i
‘coming months. You wondt want to miss thi S !

~= When I think of the blessings that have come
- through priests, what comes may seem both tt
cal and ordinary. What comes is this: that thr
the gift of their priesthood, when they offer Ma
am invited to join my life to their offering of pre
y bread and wine. Their priestly presence, esj
during Mass, helps me to join my soul and h
presence to their sacramental action done on behalf of the community
own transformation in grace that
rist. Likewise, as a fruit of this transformation, | am able to more and n
nize in the context of living experiences, events, interactions, and su
unite me to Christ and His Eucharistic offering. Priests, then, help me |
|l ive to the sacrifice of the Mas
become a greater gift thatos off
ceive the gifts of others because of the ministry Mf Briests.
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PS SOUTH DAKOTA BLOSSOMS!

South Dakota Pro Sanctity has great news! Jackie Logue made
her first promises as a Cooperative Oblate on October 11. Aspirant
Apostolic Sodalis Fr. Scott Traynor celebrated the commitment Mass
at St . Patrickds i n Wakonda, SD. Jacki e was
and family in the same church where she received her First Holy
Communion with Bill and where the two were married. Following
t he Mass, t he St. Patrickds Altar Soci ety se
family, and friends.
SD Pro Sanctity also welcomed Cooperatives from the Omaha
area for a weekend retreat at Broom Tree Retreat Center in Irene,

prior to Jackiebdbs promises. The Cooperatives
pray with St. Ignatius and learn from him the Rules for Discern-
ment. Fr. Scott Traynor closed the retreat with a Holy Hour on the

virtue of evangelical hope.

We thank Fr. Jim Mason, who has served
Pro Sanctity as our local Spiritual Advisor for
the last several years. Fr. Scott Traynor has
now graciously accepted that role, and has
been attending the local board meetings as we
plan for the coming year. We will continue to
meet in the coming months for ongoing forma-
tion.

To honor the Year of the Priest, we are
offering a traveling lecture series featuring
priest -speakers from local parishes. We want
to share tools for holiness as we move from
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In 1996 before leaving St. Mary's West Point, my pastor said of me (with regard to my faith) *
you | don't worry about, you will do fine." | have turned to this through the years when | do
feel like | will. Somewhere before 2000 Fr. Malachi Reilly told me, "It's a curious game of che
ers that is our lives." | have reflected on this so many times in God's writing straight with
crooked line. Have faith and be willing and able to adapt. Fr. Malachi is now with our Lord ai
is missed. Recently another priest told me, "There are limitations in who we minister too." T
helps so much in the toughest of situations | encounter. Thank you to our priests. They toL

our lives, in persona ChristiL.W.

Certain priests have been very important in my spiritual development - truly fathers to me.
From opening my eyes to the relevance of God's presence in my life, to helping me under-

stand that | am forgiven, to helping me see that God has always been with me - especially
in the most traumatic moments of my life. These moments changed my life. Most com-

forting was understanding that these wonderful friends and brothers are truly my father -
an important realization to me - because of my own biological father's failings. Thank you

and God bless you, wonderful men of God - T.G.
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